CRNA

UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCE:
Registered Nurse (RN) vs Nurse Practitioner (NP)

REGISTERED NURSE

Coordinate care
among health care
providers
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Autonomous health-care professionals who
collaborate with other health care providers,
such as physicians and nurse practitioners.

Deliver direct
patient care
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Support patients
in managing their
health across the
continuum of care
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RNs can engage in self-employed practice,
adhering to all CRNA standards, guidelines

and code of ethics.

NURSE PRACTITIONER

Advanced registered nurses with additional
education and clinical experience. They
practice autonomously with an expanded
scope.

Perform physical
exams
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P RN

Diagnose and
treat illnesses
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Prescribe

medications
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PN

Order and interpret
diagnostic tests
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Admit and discharge
patients
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Provide referalls
Perform medical
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procedures
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NPs have a broad autonomous and
independent scope of practice and are
essential members of the interdisciplinary
team and in independent practice.

The CRNA is committed to serving the public interest by ensuring ethical, safe and competent care by our registrants.
Learn more about our role as a regulator or the pathways to obtaining a permit for RNs and NPs by visiting our website:

www.nurses.ab.ca




